
sn)l_vld

X

xANO

souuY
V3f EB.'f,H

a

,
sE.{c

SONE;:-

https://www.libris.ro/onyx-storm-the-empyrean-3-rebecca-yarros-BRT9780349437071--p38412024.html


Onyx Storm is a nonstop-thrilling adventure fantasv set in the brutal and
competitive world of a military college for dragon riders. which includes
elements regarding war, hand-to-hand combat. blood, intense violence,
brutal injuries, gore, murder, death, animal death. injury rehabilitation, grief.
poisoning, burning. perilous situations, graphic language, and sexual activities
that are shown on the page. Readers who may be sensitive to these elements,

please take note, and prepare to face the storm...
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6. q\r!.4 6?*-h

"Do you want rne to ask Cuir or Chradh- " she stat'ts.

" j',/o. The.four of them need th.eir sleep." No doubt we'li find ourselves on
patrols for any remaining venin come morning. I cross the freezing expanse

of the bridge with increasingly uncertain steps and jolt at the viel outside
the windows. It had been lvarm enough for thunderstorms earlicr, but now
snow falls in a thick curtain, concealing the ravine that separates the cluadrant
from Basgiath's rnain campus. My chest clenches, and a fresh wave of seemingly
endless tears threatens to prickle my painfully swollen eyes.

"It began about an hour ago," Andarna says gently.

The temperature has fallen steadily in the hours since. .. Don't go there. My
next breath shakes, and I force everything I can't handle into a neat, mentally
flreproof box and stash it somewhere deep inside me.

It's too late to save N{om, but I'll be damned if I let Xaden get hlmself kiiled.
"You cnn grieve, " Andarna reminds me as I pull open the door to the Healer

Quadrant and enter the crowded hall. rilounded in every color of uniform line
the sides of the stone tunnel, and healers dart in and out of the inlirmary doors.

"If I wallow in every loss, that's alL I'll ever hove tirne for." I've learned that
lesson well over the past eighteen months. Passing a set of clearly intoxicated
infantry cadets, i cut through what's become an expanded sickbay. searching
for a blur of darkness. This part of the quadrant didn't sustain any dama.ee, but
it stiil reeks of sulfur and ash.

"May your mother be remembered! To General Sorrengail. the flame of
Basgiath!" one of the third-years calls out, and my stomach twists tighter as I
forge ahead without reply.

When I approach the corner, then turn it, I see a patch of darkness
enveloping the right side of the wall for a stuttering heartbeat, and then the
stairwell to the interrogation chamber appears, flanked by two groggy guards.

Shadows slip down the steps.

Fr.lck. Usuall-v I love being right, but in this instance. I was hoping otherwise.
I reach for Xaden n-rentally, but there's only a thick wall of chilled onyx.

J have to get past these guards. What wouid Mira do?
"She wottld hove already sloin 1,ctur lieutenant and been con.fidenl in her

choice," Andarna answers. "Yott sister is qn act flrst, ask questions later kinrl
of ricler."

"llot helpfui." What little I'd eaten for dinner threatens to reappear.
Andarna's right. Mira will kill Xaden if she linds out he's charrneied from the
earth. regardless of the circumstances. But confidence? That's not a bad idea.
I muster ever)r ounce of arrogance I can scrounge up or fake, straighten my
shoulders. lift my chin. and stride toward the guards. praying I look steadier
than I feel. "I need an audience with the prisoner."

The two men glance at each othr

his throat. "We're under orders fron
steps."

"Tell me"-I tilt my head and fr
dagger I own...or am at least wearing

for your mother's death was a flight
The shorter one looks down, rer
"Orders-" the taller one starts-

braid.

"fle's behind a locked door," I ir
r-ay for flve minutes, not give me tht
ring hanging on his bloodstained bx

secured the kingdom's entire defenr

vou the same courtesy."

The tall one blanches.

"Goverson," the short one whisp

Goverson grunts, and his hands f
for your mother, and flve for you. $
toward the stairwell with his head.

But he doesn't know None of th
the Sage...their general.

"Thank you." I start down the
pungent scent of wet earth that clar

can't believe he came down here-"

"He probably seeks inform.aion-
u'aning to know what he is." The lo
levels.

" He isn't a soulless venin. He\ si
to the only thing I'm certain of as I :

''You know what channeling fton
Know? Yes. Accept? Absolutel

*'ould have drained me at any numb

Instead, he ensured our safety and ris

channeled from the earth once. Surel-r

cracked." It's the most I'm willing tr

ond the possibility of fighting both o1

.*nai, be on my side."

The bond directly between us sl
"Really?" I pause on the stair. s

balance.
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"I am qs unknown as he is, and you stiLl trust me," she says. "^I will not be

another battle you have to fight."
Oh, thank gods. Her words seep into the marrow of my bones, and I hang

my head in relief. I hadn't realized how badly I needed to hear that until she

said it. "Tha.nk you. And you have every right to know abotfi where you come

.front, but I have no doubts about who you are. " I start down the remaining steps.

sure of my footing. "You aLone should mo.ke the choice to find your fa.mi\t, and

I'm worried that Melgren- "
"I scorched the venin dttring the battle," she interrupts in a rush of words

that run together.
"Yott...did." My brow puckers as I spiral downward toward the interrogation

cells. I'd been too shocked at her appearance, the way her scales had shifted, to
think about the burning dark wielder. As far as I know, we've never caught one

on fire, Tairn hadn't said anvthing, either.
I . e l.t'i'tt tltittkittg abotrt it olL night. Magic .feels different when I change color.

',1 :-: ii., Jrir, t)tpt_)t\et itttltatnlonletttalteredthevenin,weakenedherenough
r .... , \ndarna slous e nouqh to enunciate her words. but not by rnuch.

Tlttr tr'trtid o!rer ererttltirtg." Nluffled voices sound beneath me, and I
cluicken m\ pace. Ir's de.firtitelt' v orth investigoting /rirer. " Not that I'm willing
to risk Andarna bv shouting that she might be our newest weapon, especially

not when the rumor has already circulated that we'll seek an alliance with
Poromiel. What could be worse than leadership endangering Andarna? The

rvhole Continent's leadership seeking to do the same.
''You can Iight it all you want, but that power streaming through her veins?"

Jack taunts. his words growing clearer as I near the final few turns. "There's a

reason the higher-ups want her. A little brotherlv advice? Fall in line and find
someone else to fuck. That infamous control of yours so much as flickers in her
direction - "

"I would never," Xaden retorts, his voice lethally icy.

My heart rate doubles and I halt just before the last curve in the stairwell,
keeping out of sight. Jack's talking abott me.

"Even you don't get a say in which parts of us are taken flrst, Riorson." Jack

laughs. "But speaking from personal experience, control goes quickly. Just look
at you, freshly fed from the source and already down here, desperate for a cure.

You will slip, and afterward... Well, let's just say that silver hair that has you so

besotted will be gray like the rest of her, and those weak-ass initiate rings in
your eyes won't just last a ferv days-they'll be permanent."

"Not going to happen." Xaden bites out every word.
"You could deliver her yourself." Chains rattle. "Or you could let me out

and we'll do it together. Who knows, they might let her live just to keep you on

a leash until you turn asim and forget

"Fuck you."
My hands ball into fists. Jack kno

person who questions him, and Xade

ts-o start to argue only yards awaf, th,

ftoughts. Gods, I could lose Xaden ju

I can't. I won't. I refuse to lose hir

Fear flghts to rise and I snuff it o
onlv thing stronger than the power pr

mv splne.

Xaden is mine. My heart, my sou

earth to save me, and I'll scour the E-ol

Even if it takes bargaining with Tecan

Continent or capturing dark wielders
''We'l-J,find a cure," Aldarna promi

nst. but if I'm right and I somehow ahe

mt scales, then the rest of my kind sh

:L1 chonge him. Cure him. "
M-v breath stutters at the possibil

using you-"
"1want to find my family. We bt

inevitable now that your leadership lo

-tnd. for our own purposes." Her ton,

9srh to a cure."

She's right. "Every possible parh
- Drogorus do not answer to the lov

reminds me of Tairn. "And as mv bon

:o them. either."
- Rebellious adolescent," I mutter-

sieht s-ork. Even as their rider. thert

ur execution...and that of whomever

:he risk. at least for myself.
-You'll have to keep secrets again-
-Only* the ones that protect Xaden

Eom revealing this conversation witl
rzranhunt the death of our only prisor

-l'ou sure I shouldn't ask Cuir or
--\-o. " I start down the stairs The

:r,i Garrick I can trust to prioritize X
rho can knoq'the truth in its entiret
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I will save him.

-Vtollr 
SonRrNceiL's pERSCINAL ADDENDUIT

To rFrE Bcox or BnnNNas

CHAPTER
ONE

Two v,eeks' laler

lying in January should be a violation of the Codex. Between the howling
storm and the incessant fog in my goggles, I can't see shit as we cut through

the blustering snow squall above the mountains near Basgiath. Hoping we're
almost through the worst of it, I grip the pommels of my saddle with gloved
hands and hold tight.

" Dying today would be inconvenient," I say down the mental pathway
connecting me to Tairn and Andarna. "Linless you're trying to keep me qwav

from the Senorium this afternoon?" I've waited more than a week for the
invitation-disguised order to come from the king's council, but the delay is
ulderstandable given they're on the fourth day of unprecedented peace talks
happening on campus. Poromiel has publicly declar-ed they'll walk after the
seventh day if terms can't be reached, and it isn't looking good. I only hope that
they'll be in an agreeable mood when I arrive.

"Want to make your meeting? Don't fall off this time," Tairn retorts.
" For the last time, I didn't Jall oJf," I argue. " I jumped off to help Sawyer- "
"Don't remind me."
" You can't keep Leaving me off patrolq " Andarna interrupts from the warmth

and protection of the Vale.
"It isrt't safe,"Tairn reminds her for what has to be the hundredth time.
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slain thirty-one venin in the area surrounding Basgiath while our professors
work to clear the rest of the province. It would be thirty-two if anyone suspected

one of them was living among us. though - even if he's credited with seventeen

of the kills.
"I am ru.st com.forted by the cluiet- " Wind whips overhead with a crack,and

Tairn's head jerks upward. Mine imrnediately follows suit.
Oh no.

Not wind. Wings.

Aotrom's claws consume my vision. and my heart seizes with panic. He's
dropping out of the storm directly on top of us.

"Tairn!" I shout, but he's already rolling left, hurling us from our course.

The world rotates, sky and land exchanging places twice in a nauseating
dance before Tairn flares his wings in a jarring snap. The movement cracks the
inch-thick layer of ice along the front ridges of his wings, and chunks fall away.

I draw a full but shaky breath as Tairn pumps his wings with maximum effort.
gaining a hundred feet of altitude in a matter of seconds and barreling straight
toward the Brown Swordtail bonded to Ridoc.

Wrath scalds the air in my lungs, Tairn's emotions flooding my system for a

heartbeat before I can slam my mental shields down to muffle the worst of what
streams in through the bond.

"Don't ! " I shout into the wind as we come up on Aotrom's left, but as always,

Tairn does whatever he wants and full-on crunches his jaws within what looks
like inches of Aotrom's head. "It was clearly an accident!" One that would
usually be avoided by dragons communicating.

The smaller Brown Swordtail squawks as Tairn repeats the warning. then
Aotrom exposes his throat in a gesture of submission.

Ridoc looks my way through the band of snow and throws up his hands, but
I doubt he sees my shrug of apology before Aotrom falls away, heading south
to the flight field.

Guess Feirge and Rhi reported in.
"Was thtrt really necessary?" I drop my shields, and Tairn's and Andarna's

bonds come flooding back at full strength, but the shimmering pathway that
leads to Xaden is still blocked, dirnmed to an echo of its usual presence. The loss

of constant connection sucks. but he doesn't trust himself-or what he thinks
he'll become-lo keep it open yet.

"Yeq " Tairn answers, declaring the single word sufflcient.
"You're ulmost twice his s'ize and it was ctbyiously an accidenl, " I repeat as we

descend rapidly to the flight fleld. The snow on the ground of the box canyon has

been trampled into a muddy series of paths from the constant patrols second-
and third-vears are flying.
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name of cltring one who is beyond redemption? " He swivels his head in my
direction again.

Tension crackles along Andarna's bond.
"He's ruot- " I cut off that particular argument, since the rest is sound.

" Basically, 1tes."

He grumbles deep within his chest. "I flv withoti warming nty wings in
preparation for carrving h.euvier weight for longer distances. Does thm not answer

your question?"

Meaning Andarna. Relief gusts through my lips on a swift exhale. "Thank

!ou."
Steam rolls in billowing clouds from his nostrils. "But do not mistake my

unfiinching support of you, my mate. and Andarna for any fnrm o.f faith ln him. "

thirn lifts his head, cueing the end of the conversation.
"Heqrd." On that note. I trudge toward the trampled path rvhere Rhi and

Quinn wait. Ridoc gives Tairn a wide berth as he does the same to my right. My
nearly numb, gloved fingers fumble with the three buttons on the side of my
rvinter flight hood. and the fur-lined fabric falls away from my nose and mouth
as I reach them. "Everything good on your route?"

Rhi and Quinn look cold but uninjured, thank gods.

"Still...alarmingly routine. We didn't see anything of concern. W'yvern burn
pit is still just ash and bone, too." Rhi picks a clump of snow from the lining of
her hood, then pulls it back up over her shoulder-length black braids.

"We didn't see shit for those last ten minutes, period." Ridoc shoves his
gloved hand into his hair, snolvflakes slipping off his brown cheeks without
melting.

'At least you're an ice wielder." I gesture to his annoyingly flake-free face.

Quinn pulls her blond curls into a quick bun. "Wielding can help keep you
warm. too."

"I'm not chancing it when I can't see what I might strike." Especially having
lost my only conduit in the battle. I glance at Rrdoc as a line of our Tail Section's

dragons launch for their patrol behind him. "What were you arguing with
Aotrom about. anyway?"

"Sorry about that." Ridoc cringes and lou,ers his voice. "IIe wants to go

home-back to Aretia. Says we can launch the search for the seventh breed
from there."

Rhi nods, and Quinn presses her lips in a flrm line.
"Yeah, I get that." I sa1,-it's a common sentiment among the riot. W'e're

not exactly welcome here. The unity between Navarrian and Aretian riders
crumbled within hours of the battle's end. "But the only path for an alliance that
can save Poromish civilians requires us to be here. At least for now."
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